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By Pat rick Downes

Ha waii Cath o lic Her ald

Wear ing white and black ac a demic robes
and a shy smile be neath a gold-tas seled vel -
vet tam, Msgr. Dan iel J. Dever stood in the
cen ter of the stage of the Neal Blaisdell
Arena, Jan. 27, to re ceive the de gree Doc tor
of Hu mane Let ters, Honoris Causa, from
Chaminade Uni ver sity of Ho no lulu. 

Ex tend ing an en thu si as tic stand ing ova -
tion was an au di ence of 900 Cath o lic school
teach ers and ad min is tra tors, many of whom
be gan their ca reers dur ing his 43 years as
Ha waii su per in ten dent of Cath o lic Schools.

The oc ca sion was the an nual Con fer ence
of Cath o lic Ed u ca tors for the Di o cese of
Honolulu.

The de gree was pre sented af ter a Mass
cel e brated by Bishop Larry Silva and a rec -
og ni tion of Cath o lic school ed u ca tors who,
this year, are mark ing 20, 30 and 50 years of
service.

The honor was con ferred by Chaminade
pres i dent Sue Wesselkamper, ex ec u tive vice
pres i dent pro vost Marianist Brother Ber nard 
Ploeger, Dean of Hu man i ties and Fine Arts
Da vid Coleman, and the as sis tant to the di -
rec tor of the Mas ter’s of Arts in Pas to ral
Lead er ship Re gina Pfeif fer. Also as sist ing
was the su per in ten dent of Cath o lic schools,
Carmen Himenes. The pre sen ta tion had not
been pre vi ously announced or listed in the
program.

The uni ver sity’s ex ec u tive com mit tee,
act ing on be half of its board of re gents, au -
tho rized the award in rec og ni tion of Msgr.
Dever’s 52 years of ed u ca tional and pas to ral
ser vice to the Di o cese of Ho no lulu. He is

now re tired.
Coleman read a ci ta tion that praised a

life time of con tri bu tions to Ha waii ex tend -
ing far be yond the priest’s ed u ca tional ti tle.
Msgr. Dever was rec og nized for nur tur ing
ec u men i cal and inter-re li gious di a logue, for
co-found ing the In sti tute for Re li gion and
So cial Change, and for his role as an ad vi sor
and guru to many in Ha waii work ing in pol i -
tics, col lec tive bar gain ing, so cial eth ics,
med i cal eth ics and other ar eas of so cial
trans for ma tion.

The 79-year-old mon si gnor ac cepted it
all gra ciously, with a char ac ter is tic hint of
self-de pre ci a tion.

“You will be pleased,” he said in a hoarse
voice, “that my doc tor told me not to speak
in pub lic.”

“How ever, if I were to give a speech,” he
con tin ued, “I would say how amazed and as -
ton ished I am to find my self stand ing here.”

He thanked Wesselkamper, the uni ver -
sity, the pres ent su per in ten dent of Cath o lic
Schools Carmen Himenes, the bishop, and
then ev ery one else.

“I thank you,” he said. “I ap pre ci ate all
that you are and all that you do. Thank you.”

In his hom ily, Bishop Silva lik ened the
work of the teach ers to “proph esy” per -
formed sim ply and hum bly.

“The work that you do is ex tremely im -
por tant,” he said “It is es sen tial to form and
shape and guide young minds.”

The bishop said that while a Cath o lic ed -
u ca tor’s la bor may be “un glam or ous” and
“un der paid,” it is made even more im por tant 
by its goal to teach chil dren “to know the
risen Christ and to know his Spirit.”

Af ter Mass, 23 teach ers and ad min is tra -
tors were rec og nized for 20, 30 and 50 years
of ser vice in Ha waii.

Con grat u lated for 20 years of ser vice to
Ha waii Cath o lic Schools were Sa cred Hearts 
Sis ter Irene Barboza, Deborah Kula, Wade
Okamura and Mir iam Slate of Sa cred Hearts
Acad emy; Sis ter of St. Jo seph of Carondelet
Le one Drexler of St. An thony Jr./Sr. High
School; Di ane Lota of Damien Me mo rial
School; Mar ga ret Yamamoto of St. Mi chael
School; Elaine Watanabe of Star of the Sea
Early Learn ing Cen ter; Thaela Catala of St.
Louis School; Mar ga ret Cas tro of St. John
Cath o lic Pre-School; and Bernadine Zimbra
of St. John Vianney School.

Ac knowl edged for 30 years of ser vice
were Sa cred Hearts Sis ter Kath er ine Fran cis
Miller and Do ris Zuern of Sa cred Hearts
Acad emy; Mi chael Weaver of Damien;
James Wong of Mary knoll High School;
Fran cis can Sis ters Mary Ed ward Sugioka
and Jovita Agustin of St. Fran cis School;
Den nis Almadova of St. Louis; Pa tri cia
Rickard of St. An thony Jr./Sr. High; and
Betlynda Young of Star of the Sea School.

Cel e brat ing 50 years as ed u ca tors were
Sa cred Hearts Sis ters Angela Gregorio and
Anne Ma rie Tamanaha, both of Sa cred
Hearts Acad emy.

The ed u ca tors then lis tened to lec tures by 
vis it ing ed u ca tion ex perts Dr. Kevin P.
Colleary and Dr. Bena Kallick.

Dr. Colleary, a pro fes sor at Fordham Uni -
ver sity, spoke on teach ing, learn ing and as -
sess ing through writ ing. Dr. Bena Kallick, a
pri vate con sul tant, ad dressed cur ric u lum
map ping.
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Msgr. Dan iel
Dever dis plays
his hon or ary de -
gree of Doc tor of
Hu man Let ters he 
re ceived from
Chaminade Uni -
ver sity of Ho no -
lulu, Jan. 27, in
the Neal Blaisdell
Arena. From left,
he is joined by
the su per in ten -
dent of Cath o lic
Schools Carmen
Himenes,
Chaminade pro -
fes sor Re gina
Pfeif fer and
Bishop Larry
Silva.


